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MASS, CONFESSION& INTENTION SCHEDULE
Monday, December 8
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed VirginMary
7:00 AM Fr. Abe
12:10 PM Fr. Abe Joan Lansing Birthday - Dolores Beardsley
5:30 PM Fr. Abe Maria White - Ramiro & Julie Zapata
Tuesday, December 9
4:30 PM Confessions - Fr. Abe
5:30 PM Mass - Fr. Abe

Warren Bowen (d) - Friends
Wednesday, December 10
7:00AM Fr. Abe

Thomas G. Smith (d) - Dixie & Family
Thursday, December 11
5:30 PM Mass - Fr. Abe

Rachel Olvera - Luis Cuellar
Friday, December 12
7:00 AM Fr. Abe

Helen Hoch (d) - Family
Saturday, December 13
8:00 AM Fr. Abe
4:30 PM Confessions - Fr. Abe
5:30 PM Mass - Fr. Abe

Jerry A. Sesco (d) - Christine Pytel
Sunday, December 14
8:30 AM Fr. Abe

OLG Children’s Liturgists
10:30 AM Fr. Abe

Arthur HoustonMcCain (d)- Ashley Salvador Family
12:00 PM Fr. Abe

Mary Lou Prieto (d) - Adolfo & Aida Puig

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH
Blanca Aldape, Susan Auque, Neomi Balderas,
Mary Blake, Rosa Becnel, Larry Blume, Michael
Castro, Juliana Cavazos, Eric Chapa, Theresa
Connolly, Esther Contreras, Ashley Cuellar,
Emiliano Cuellar, David Davis, Kate DeWein,
Theresa Ellie, Vangie Gallardo, Juan Garza, Danny
Gusme, Don Harz, Eric Hawbecker, Josephine
Janczar, Mary Margaret Janosek, Steve Janosek,
Joann Lamb, Kathy McCoy, Sally McDuffee, Joseph
McKinley, Al Medina, Gracie Miller, Jim O’Brien,
George Perez, Rina Pollack, Jose Sanchez, Jeanie
Sanders, Carlos Saucedo, Edward Laurie
Seligman, Carolyn Smith, Dora Urrutia, Maria
White, Henry Wolf, Cheryl Wolf.
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During the concert, we will  “pass the basket” in sup-
port of David’s beautiful music ministry. 
Please consider contributing to this free will offering!
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CHANGES AND UPDATES 
I hope you’re enjoying this beautiful cool weather. I wanted to share a few updates and upcoming changes in our parish life.
I know that change can sometimes feel challenging, but it can also be a sign that a community is alive and growing. As
Greek philosopher Heraclitus said, “You cannot step into the same river twice”—life is always moving, always inviting us
forward.  Please know that these changes aren’t being made because anything was “wrong.” They are inquiry into our 
strength. They come from listening, praying, and getting to know you over these past years. When Archbishop Gustavo 
assigned me here as administrator, he wrote asking me to “take time to know the parish before making any changes”. I’m
grateful that I’ve had more than two years to walk with you, and you continue to inspire me every day. I truly feel that we’re
walking in the same direction.  
Saturday Morning Mass 
To deepen our love for Mary, the patroness of our parish, and after listening to many of you and discussing this in our councils, 
we will now celebrate the Saturday morning Mass in honor of Mary every Saturday, not only on the first Saturday. Following the
Mass, we will pray the novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Mass intentions will not normally be accepted for this Saturday 
Mass (unless there is a special circumstance). Instead, these Masses will be offered for all our parish families and for the return of 
those who have drifted away from the practice of the faith. Let us entrust our families and parish to our Blessed Mother, asking
her to lead us ever closer to her Son Jesus Christ. Please note that this Mass does not fulfill the Sunday obligation 
Children’s Mass 
Our children bring so much life into the parish. They are not only the future of the Church—they are the Church today. You 
may have noticed that we welcome the sounds children bring with them, even when that means a bit of crying. A “quiet” church 
is not necessarily a growing church! A church where children cry is a church that is alive. To help our children know that they 
belong here, the 10:30 a.m. Mass on the first Sunday of each month (when catechism is in session) will be dedicated especially to
them. We will use the children’s lectionary and Eucharistic prayer, include a children’s choir, offer a children’s homily, and invite 
them to serve in various ministries as they are able. Donuts and juice will follow this Mass—thanks to our Parish Guild. Our sec-
ond collection on the first Sunday, which is ordinarily for parish outreach, will once every quarter support our children’s choir 
and ministry. Please be patient with the extra energy and noise that come with little ones. The first Advent happened in a sta-
ble—God is very comfortable working in the midst of a bit of holy chaos. He is used to a little mess.
Baptism During Mass 
The Order of Baptism of children within Mass is designed to foster a sense of community and shared faith, allowing the congre-
gation to support the newly baptized and their families. This integration of baptism into the Mass underscores its importance as a 
foundational Sacrament in the Christian life. Starting in Advent 2025, we’ll celebrate baptisms of children during the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass on the first Sunday of each month. We will be following the official liturgical texts. And if your family has a deacon, priest,
or bishop who would like to preside, they are most welcome.
Anointing of the Sick Within Mass 
Jesus cared deeply for those who were sick, and we want to reflect that same care as a parish. While we will always continue visit-
ing the sick in homes and hospitals, we also want to support them as a community. We’ll offer the Anointing of the Sick at the
First Friday 5:30 p.m. Mass in January, April, July, and October, with Confessions beforehand. We’ll also offer it after Mass on
February 11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.
Communal Reconciliation Services
During Advent and Lent, we will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation in a communal setting. These gatherings help us re-
flect together on the ways we need God’s mercy and recognize the social dimension of sin. Each service will last about an hour,
with a parishioner serving as the presider. Individual Confessions will be available during this time, but they are not required.
Time not permitting, you may go to Confession the next earliest time available before Christmas/Easter. Our goal is to create a
true Kairos moment—an opportunity to prepare our hearts for Christmas and Easter. The Knights of Columbus will lead the
Rosary during individual Confessions. After the service, all are welcome to join in fellowship in the Madonna Room.
“The Light Is On” 
During Advent and Lent, we will add an additional hour each week for those wishing to make Confession. The confessional light
will be on from 6:30–7:30 p.m. During this time, we will also have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Afterward, another hour
of Adoration and Confession will take place at the Trinity University chapel from 8–9 p.m., and you are warmly invited to par-
ticipate there as well.
Please look for further details as these changes unfold. Thank you for being a caring, prayerful, and faith-filled community.
In the spirit of synodality, let us continue walking together, listening to the Holy Spirit and supporting one another every
step of the way.  
With gratitude and prayers,
As always,
Fr. Abe.
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