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Making a Difference in Perpetuity
Our Lady of Grace 

Catholic Church
an invitation to leave your legacy 

in perpetuity
The dedicated Our Lady of Grace Endowment Fund 
provides funds for the future needs of the parish’s 
mission, ministry, and operations. This Endowment 
provides a vehicle for the Our Lady of Grace parish 
community to share a part of their Legacy by donating 
to this perpetual Endowment. 

The Endowment Fund is a permanently restricted fund 
managed by the Catholic Community Foundation 
to ensure its growth, protection into perpetuity, and 
annual grant distributions. The annual distribution is 
4.5% of a rolling 3-year average market value in the 
Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund is invested 
in a diverse portfolio of stocks, bonds and alternatives 
guided by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) statement on Social Responsible 
Investing, and is managed in strict accordance with the 
Catholic faith.

Please consider Leaving your Legacy 
and Making a Difference in Perpetuity 

by contributing to the 
Our Lady of Grace Endowment Fund
Thank you for your prayers and generosity!



donation options

please deliver your donation and form to the 
our lady of grace parish office or mail them to:

Catholic Community Foundation
111 Barilla Place, Suite 101, San Antonio, TX 78209

or donate online with the Catholic Community Foundation at
www.ccftx.org/donate

m PLEASE ACCEPT MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE GIFT TO THE 
        OUR LADY OF GRACE ENDOWMENT FUND  
 in the amount of 

        $
donor information: (please print)

payment information: 

o check enclosed    make payable to: our lady of grace endowment fund

bill my credit card:  

o american express    o discover    o master card    o visa    

card number:

expiration date:                  csc (# on back of card): 

cardholder’s name:

address:

city:                                                                   state/zip:

cardholder’s signature:

name:

address:

city:                                                                   state/zip:

phone:

email:

our lady of grace parish
Called one of the most beautiful 
churches in the United States by the 
late John Moody in his book, Lost by 
the Road, Our Lady of Grace began 
as St. Mary’s Chapel, a mission of 
St. Mary’s Church in downtown 
San Antonio. The church’s history 
is intertwined with that of the many 

dedicated priests of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
(O.M.I.) who have and continue to serve the people of 
San Antonio. From Father Edward J. Burns, charged 
with the construction of St. Mary’s Chapel to our 
beloved Father Patrick Guidon, the Oblates have 
sustained and supported our parish, working alongside 
diocesan priests and religious.
 St. Mary’s Chapel was built of native stone in a 
simple Gothic design by the firm of Phelps and Dewes 
and Simmons, Architects. The Chapel was dedicated 
on October 23, 1938, by Bishop Gerard Mongeau, 
O.M.I., Vice Provincial of the Southwestern Province 
of the Oblates. 
 On July 30, 1952, St. Mary’s Chapel was elevated 
to Parish status and renamed Our Lady of Grace Parish 
with Father John Collins as the first Pastor. He oversaw 
the construction of the rectory, gymnasium, meeting 
rooms, nursery and bride’s room in the early 1950’s. 
In 1956, Bishop Steven A. Leven was appointed pastor 
of Our Lady of Grace. During his 13 years of service, 
Bishop Leven helped the religious education programs 
grow in strength and oversaw the refurbishment of the 
sanctuary. 
 In the 1970’s, under the leadership of Msgr. William 
C. Martin, V.G., the sanctuary was remodeled. This 
included the installation of a marble altar, new lectern, 
and stained glass and wood paneling. Also built during 
this time period, were the Madonna Room and the 
Youth Center. 
 Rev. Msgr. Raymond Garcia was pastor from 1983 
until 1995. Under his spiritual leadership, public 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was introduced 

and continues to this day – more than 30 years later. 
 Rev. Msgr. Terrence Nolan was pastor from 1995 
until 1997 while also serving as the Vice Chancellor of 
the Archdiocese of San Antonio.
 Rev. Msgr. Lawrence Walsh was pastor from 1997-
2013. Under his leadership, the parish grew and the 
church grounds were expanded and refurbished and 
the priests moved into a remodeled house on the 
property as a new rectory leaving the prior rectory to 
serve only as the church offices. Our Lady of Grace 
was rededicated on April 13, 2003. Msgr. Walsh cared 
deeply for the spiritual life of the parish. He was 
instrumental in bringing the ACTS movement to the 
parish, encouraging Bible Study programs, introducing 
numerous speaker series, and enriching parishioners’ 
understanding of the faith. Through the leadership of 
Sister Mary Teresa Cullen, C.S.B., Religious Education 
Director, dramatic increases were made in the number 
of children enrolled in the Religious Education 
Program and adults completing the RCIA Process 
each year.
 Fr. Martin J. Leopold, the current pastor continues 
growing the spiritual life of the parish, while increasing 
the focus of generosity of Our Lady of Grace parishioners 
to assist many in need around San Antonio. Under his 
leadership, the parish added new meeting rooms and 
refurbished classrooms, gym, Madonna Room, and 
parish offices.

planned giving
The Community Foundation 
encourages every  Catholic to 
remember the Church in their Planned Giving 
through their Last Will and Testament or through 
other vehicles such as a gift of Life Insurance, 
Beneficiary Designations, Charitable Unitrusts, 
and Charitable Gift Annuities. Consider giving 
a piece of your IRA, 401K or 403b distribution 
to the Our Lady of Grace Endowment Fund. 
Become an educated consumer on Planned Giving 
Visit www.ccftx.planmylegacy.org
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